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possibly because he was intellectually immeasurably
superior to all his contemporaries." Also, perhaps,
because the aloofness which had marked him at Eton,
as has been told, still existed at Oxford; and because
simpler minds were sometimes puzzled by his ironical
turn of banter. He was of middle height, or slightly
more, strongly built, with a depth of chest to which
the range and flexibility of his voice bore witness. It
was not the figure of a horseman, or of a long-distance
runner, but he was capable of much endurance, and
could outwalk most people. " Just Eton boys,
grown heavy," wrote Praed, in the most attractive
of all reminiscent poems of school life.1 Rosebery
thickened somewhat, without ever becoming corpulent,
and those who knew him through life, looking back
on those days noted fewer physical changes in him
than in most of their friends. His features were
regular, with little play of expression, except when
they were lit by a singularly radiant and fascinating
smile. The eyes were remarkable. Light blue, and
inclined to prominence, they were at times altogether
expressionless, like the eyes of a bird. This gave an
air of inscrutability, and sometimes of lack of interest
in the surroundings of the moment, which many people
found formidable. Few realised that they were wit-
nessing the regular discipline of a nervously impulsive
nature, at first studied, but becoming almost in-
stinctive. When the charming smile broke out, the
air of mystery vanished altogether.

In his Oxford days he was clean-shaven, except for
the short side-whiskers which were then common.
In a few years these disappeared and he remained
beardless. It was easy to picture him in the dress
worn before the French Revolution. To his relations,
and to one or two of his closest friends, he was
" Archie." To his Christ Church allies he was " D,"
and by that initial they always addressed him to the
last. His handwriting, which was neat from the
first, was in his boyhood on at least the average scale.
1 School and Schoolfellows.